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" “He was a grandstander,” Cohen said. “He liked to play be-
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before 5,000 people during a game.
Mterpadmﬂngmmnton!ﬁgh in 1979 and signing on

with the Navy, Wade's instructors at the Naval Training Cen-

ter in Orlando, Fla., chose him as the outstanding recruit in his

80-person class.
From training school, Wade breezed through sonar school

through air crew flight school at the Pensacola, Fla., Na-
vnlmsuﬁm.ﬂlm anti-submarine warfare
school in San Diego before his assignment to the Nimitz last

Shortly after he the Nimitz crew, he saw the carrier
crash in the Atlantic Ocean in which 14 men were killed.

‘‘He was on deck when that crash " Chapman said.
“He said something about how close it hit home, how it could
happen to anyone.”

Asan acoustical operator — the crewman incharge
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The Rev. Kermit McGregor, pastor of Morrison Heights -

Baptist Church, which Wade and his family attended, said the
young man “was tremendously excited about flying. His father
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to do. He was extremely happy.”

Wade had even laid for the continuance of a military
career, In February 1082, he was toenroll in the Navy's officer
candidate school.

“I'd just written a letter of recommendation for him,” Cohen

id. “This kind of knocked me off my feet. He's all I've been
thinking about. He was a very, very fine, upstanding young
man. He was very ambitious.”

“Ireally loved it (the Navy). But he loved it more,” Chapman
said.

Funeral arrangments for Wade are incomplete but will be
handled by Wright & Funeral Home.

He is survived by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Wade of
Clinton; two sisters, Sandra Leigh Wade and Amy Lynn Wade
of Clinton; a brother, James Bryan Wade of Clinton; his mater-
nal grandmother, Mrs. Edrie Coates Wade of Memphis, Tenn;
mdhupalumlm grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Riley
of Mem

The family requests that memorials be made to the Clinton
HighSchooandWsScholﬂﬂpm
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